How are you involved on campus?

Do you have a dream?

I like digging into things and taking on more
responsibilities. I’m the class treasurer and
senator. I didn’t come to college just to get a
degree, I came for the whole experience.

I want to help people associated with genetic
diseases. I want to give them hope, help them
understand that it’s not all bad—that there is a
future for them. My professor is a genetic counselor
and she really inspired me in this area.

What do you like most about Assumption?
The community— it’s the perfect size.
Everyone knows each other and that’s something
I really like. I know the people I walk past.
Who is your favorite professor?
I really like my macroeconomics professor.
I also switched to her being my advisor this
semester. I think she is really intelligent, and
she’s also really engaging. I feel like she knew
everyone in the class within the first week.
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What are your plans for this summer?
This summer, I am going to dedicate my time
to a non-profit in Hawaii, called Parents and
Children Together. I’ll be working in their computer lab, helping people of the community
with writing emails, performing online research
or whatever else they need.

What is your internship?
I’m part of a research team at UMASS Medical
working in the area of genetic diseases. We’re trying
to find a way to override genetic diseases and
hopefully cure them in the future.
What is the most important lesson you’ve learned?
Assumption has taught me not only to work on my
academic life, but also my physical, emotional and
spiritual life. That finding a great career that I love
is important, but it is also important to become a
person that I love being.
What do you do to relax?
I love to relax with friends and watch Grey’s
Anatomy. We make popcorn and get comfy in
the living room and just talk and watch. I also like
relaxing out on the lawn in front of my dorm.

What do you want to do when you graduate?

Which living person do you most admire?

I would like to go to grad school and get my
MBA. If I go into finance, I’d like to help people
with their financial planning and help them save
for retirement. I know it’s a really competitive
job market, so I’m trying to do everything I can
to become the best candidate.

I admire my grandfather because he built
himself up from nothing. He became an officer
in the army, built a very successful insurance
agency, had seven children, 17 grandchildren,
and one great grandchild, and is the most
generous man I’ve ever met.

“The whole college experience is a lot more enjoyable when
you can say ‘wow, I was a part of making this happen.’”

“What matters most to me isn’t what I want to become,
but who i want to become.”
Kaitlyn Riley / class of 2016

Makana Gionet / class of 2018

Involvement at Assumption: Math and science tutor in the Academic Support Center, volunteers in

Involvement at Assumption: Student Government Association treasurer and senator, involved in

the Reach Out Center, Honors program, part of SOPHIA group that went to Rome.

organizing Pup Cup, a weekend of competitions between the freshmen and sophomore classes.

Best of Worcester: Kyoto — it’s the best Hibachi restaurant

Best of Worcester: Blackstone Valley Mall
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